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who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Sarah 
Ellis is a 12th grader at Ralston Valley High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Sarah Ellis 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Sarah Ellis for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all her future 
accomplishments. 
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HONORING RON GETTELFINGER 
FOR HIS LEADERSHIP OF THE 
UAW 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-
leagues today to honor the career and dedi-
cated service of Ron Gettelfinger, who re-
cently retired from his post as president of the 
United Auto Workers (UAW). 

Mr. Gettelfinger was elected to lead UAW in 
2002 after many years in national and local 
roles in the union. 

During his tenure as president, he led UAW 
through the greatest economic crisis since the 
Great Depression; through the restructuring of 
General Motors and Chrysler; and through 
multiple negotiations and bargaining agree-
ments. 

The past two years were a challenging time 
for the domestic auto industry, and especially 
for autoworkers. As two of Detroit’s ‘‘Big 3’’ 
automakers entered bankruptcy, Mr. 
Gettelfinger fought to ensure the millions of 
UAW workers and retirees received the best 
deal possible under excruciatingly difficult cir-
cumstances. 

During his tenure, Mr. Gettelfinger was a 
steadfast supporter of workers’ rights. He has 
been a tireless advocate for workers on key 
policy issues, such as trade and health care. 

Ron Gettelfinger has been a strong advo-
cate of renewing America’s industrial base, es-
pecially the manufacturing sector, because he 
recognizes that good-paying manufacturing 
jobs are critical to a strong middle class, and 
a strong middle class is key to a healthy econ-
omy. 

American workers need more leaders com-
mitted to the future of our domestic manufac-
turing base. Mr. Gettelfinger, thank you for 
your work on behalf of UAW and the American 
worker. I am pleased to join my colleagues in 
honoring your commitment to workers in 
Michigan and throughout the country. On be-
half of UAW workers and retirees everywhere, 
I wish you well in retirement and all future en-
deavors. 

COMMENDING LOWE’S CHARI-
TABLE AND EDUCATION FOUN-
DATION’S DONATION TO WELDON 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend Lowe’s Charitable and 
Education Foundation on their recent 
$100,000 donation to Weldon Elementary 
School in Weldon, North Carolina. This much 
needed funding will be used to renovate facili-
ties, make technology upgrades and improve 
security. 

Lowe’s was founded in 1946 in North 
Wilkesboro, North Carolina. The company now 
operates stores in all 50 states, Canada, and 
Mexico and serves over 14 million customers 
per week. Lowe’s operates a distribution cen-
ter in Garysburg, North Carolina, a small town 
of just over 1,200 residents, located in my 
Congressional District. Over 750 people are 
employed at the distribution center and more 
than 1,500 people are employed at Lowe’s six 
home improvement stores located in my Dis-
trict. Many of them have friends or family that 
have attended Weldon Elementary School and 
understand the potential impact of Lowe’s gra-
cious donation. 

Donating funds to needy school districts 
across the country is nothing new for Lowe’s. 
Founded in 1957, Lowe’s Charitable and Edu-
cation Foundation is dedicated to improving 
the communities they serve through support of 
public education and community improvement 
projects. The Foundation donates millions of 
dollars annually to public schools, community 
organizations, and individual students. 

Madam Speaker, I am encouraged by 
Lowe’s strong involvement in communities 
across the country. I hope that other busi-
nesses will follow Lowe’s example and work to 
build public-private partnerships that yield tre-
mendous benefits for communities across the 
country. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
Lowe’s for their recent donation to Weldon El-
ementary School and to the many other worth-
while projects they support across the country. 
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CALLING FOR RELEASE OF 
ISRAELI SOLDIER BY HAMAS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, this week 
the world marks 4 years since the kidnapping 
of Corporal Gilad Shalit, an Israeli soldier ab-
ducted from his post at Israel’s Kerem Shalom 
border crossing with Gaza. Two Israeli sol-
diers were also killed in the attack. 

Today, more than 1,400 days later, Gilad re-
mains a hostage. Hamas has rejected all offi-
cial requests from the International Red Cross 
to visit him. All it has provided is a propa-
gandist video featuring Corporal Shalit in an 
address to his family. While that video was 
met with relief that he is still alive, it only com-
pounded despair over the captivity of a young 

man who should be celebrating the most vi-
brant years of his life. 

Tragically, Gilad Shalit was not the first sol-
dier kidnapped by Hamas. In 1994, Hamas 
terrorists in the West Bank kidnapped 
Nachson Wachsman, a dual U.S. and Israeli 
citizen who was tortured before he was mur-
dered by his captors during a failed attempt at 
his rescue. 

Gilad Shalit may not be an American citizen, 
but he is a native son of a close strategic ally 
and a fellow democracy. His situation brings 
anguish to us all. As we consider H. Res. 
1359, a resolution urging Gilad’s release, let 
us pledge to redouble our efforts to bring 
about his safe return. 
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SARAH ROSE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Sarah Rose 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Sarah 
Rose is an 8th grader at Arvada Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Sarah 
Rose is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Sarah Rose for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all her future 
accomplishments. 
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HONORING U.S. AIR FORCE MAJOR 
GENERAL DOUGLAS BURNETT 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2010 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor U.S. Air Force Major General 
Douglas Burnett, the Adjunct General of Flor-
ida, for 47 years of distinguished service to his 
country and the state of Florida. Major Gen-
eral Burnett exemplifies the values of a com-
mitted military officer. 

General Burnett began his career with the 
Florida National Guard in 1963 as an elec-
tronics specialist. For the next six years, he 
was an aircraft radio repairman with the 125th 
Fighter Group stationed in his hometown of 
Jacksonville, Florida. It was during this time 
that he decided he wanted to be a fighter pilot. 

Following his graduation from the University 
of Mississippi and his commissioning as an Air 
Force officer, Second Lieutenant Burnett be-
came a full-time alert pilot with the 125th, fly-
ing the F–102 Delta Dagger. He also flew 
commercially for Pan American World Airways 
and United Airlines. He remained an active 
member of the Guard and over the years 
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